
Important Copyright Message

IN THIS ISSUEISSUE

1433
Volume 56

Published by The Medical Letter, Inc. • A Nonprofi t Organization

Online
Article

The Medical Letter®

on Drugs and Therapeutics

Volume 65 Published online January 13, 2023

COVID-19 Update: Evusheld Unlikely to Neutralize XBB.1.5 Omicron Variant

FORWARDING OR COPYING IS A VIOLATION OF U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT LAWS 

The Medical Letter, Inc. publications are protected by U.S. and international copyright laws. 
Forwarding, copying, or any distribution of this material without permission to a nonsubscriber 
is prohibited.

Sharing a password with a nonsubscriber or otherwise making the contents of this site 
available to third parties is prohibited.

By accessing and reading the attached content I agree to comply with U.S. and international 
copyright laws and these terms and conditions of The Medical Letter, Inc.

For further information click: Subscriptions, Site Licenses, Reprints 
or call customer service at: 800-211-2769

http://medicalletter.org/sub-prods
http://medicalletter.org/sitelicense
http://medicalletter.org/copyright


               
e25e25

Published by The Medical Letter, Inc. • A Nonprofi t Organization • medicalletter.org

The Medical Letter®

on Drugs and Therapeutics

Volume 65 Published online January 13, 2023

ISSUE

1433
Volume 56

Online 
Article

IN THIS ISSUE

COVID-19 Update: Evusheld Unlikely to Neutralize XBB.1.5 Omicron Variant

The Medical Letter publications are protected by US and international copyright laws.
Forwarding, copying or any other distribution of this material is strictly prohibited.

For further information call: 800-211-2769

The FDA has warned that the investigational long-
acting monoclonal antibodies tixagevimab and 
cilgavimab (Evusheld – AstraZeneca) are unlikely 
to neutralize the XBB.1.5 Omicron variant of SARS-
CoV-2.1 Evusheld is available under an Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) for IM pre-exposure prophylaxis of 
COVID-19 in persons ≥12 years old who weigh ≥40 kg 
and have either a history of a severe adverse reaction 
that prevents their vaccination against COVID-19 or 
moderate or severe immune compromise.2,3

According to the FDA, because tixagevimab and 
cilgavimab do not neutralize the XBB Omicron 
variant of SARS-CoV-2, they are unlikely to neutralize 
the closely related XBB.1.5 variant.1 The CDC has 
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estimated that the XBB.1.5 variant caused 43% of 
COVID-19 cases in the week ending January 14, 
2023, up from 7% of cases 4 weeks earlier.4   ■
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