
FORWARDING OR COPYING IS A VIOLATION OF U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT LAWS 

The Medical Letter, Inc. publications are protected by U.S. and international copyright laws. 
Forwarding, copying or any distribution of this material is prohibited.

Sharing a password with a non-subscriber or otherwise making the contents of this site 
available to third parties is strictly prohibited.

By accessing and reading the attached content I agree to comply with U.S. and international 
copyright laws and these terms and conditions of The Medical Letter, Inc.

For further information click: Subscriptions, Site Licenses, Reprints 
or call customer service at: 800-211-2769

Important Copyright Message

The Medical Letter®

on Drugs and Therapeutics

Objective Drug Reviews Since 1959

Volume 56 July 21, 2014
 

IN THIS ISSUEISSUE

1433
Volume 56

Published by The Medical Letter, Inc. • A Nonprofi t Organization

ISSUE No.

1447
In Brief: Generic Celecoxib .........................................................................................p 59

http://medicalletter.org/subscriptions_products
http://medicalletter.org/sitelicense
http://medicalletter.org/copyright


               
5959

The Medical Letter®

on Drugs and Therapeutics

Objective Drug Reviews Since 1959

Volume 56 July 21, 2014
Issue No. 1447 Take CME Exams

Published by The Medical Letter, Inc. • A Nonprofi t Organization

IN BRIEF

Generic Celecoxib
The FDA has authorized two manufacturers (Teva, 
Mylan) to market generic formulations of celecoxib 
(Celebrex – Pfi zer), the only COX-2 selective inhibitor 
remaining on the US market. Celecoxib is less likely 
than nonselective NSAIDs to cause gastric ulcers 
or other GI toxicity,1 and unlike traditional NSAIDs, it 
does not have an antiplatelet effect. 

Celecoxib is much less COX-2 selective than rofecoxib 
(Vioxx), which was removed from the US  market be-
cause of an increased risk of cardiovascular events. 
One analysis of randomized clinical trials that includ-
ed a total of about 26,000 patients taking celecoxib 
found no evidence of an increased risk of cardiovas-
cular thrombotic events compared to nonselective 
NSAIDs or placebo.2 A review of controlled observa-
tional studies found an increased cardiovascular risk 
with celecoxib (RR 1.17) that was similar to the risk 
with ibuprofen (RR 1.18) and slightly higher than the 
risk with naproxen (RR 1.09).3 All NSAIDs can cause 
renal toxicity, especially in the elderly.4 ■
1.  PL McCormack. Celecoxib: a review of its use for symptomatic 

relief in the treatment of osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis and 
ankylosing spondylitis. Drugs 2011; 71:2457.

2.  WB White et al. Risk of cardiovascular events in patients receiv-
ing celecoxib: a meta-analysis of randomized clinical trials. Am 
J Cardiol 2007; 99:91.

3.  P McGettigan and D Henry. Cardiovascular risk with non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs: systematic review of population-based 
controlled observational studies. PLoS Med 2011; 8:e1001098.

4.  RL Barkin et al. Should nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs 
(NSAIDs) be prescribed to the older adult? Drugs Aging 2010; 
27:775.
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