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COPYRIGHT VIOLATIONS

The Medical Letter is a nonprofit organization supported entirely by subscription fees and
sales of books, software and individual issues. We do not accept advertisements, grants, do-
nations or gifts. We do not sell large numbers of reprints to pharmaceutical manufacturers.

Recently, two disappointing violations of our copyright have come to our attention. In
the first, an employee of a large pharmaceutical manufacturer downloaded an issue from our
web site, made copies and sent them to about 3000 colleagues. In the second, a medical
school librarian at a state university posted a notice on the library’s web site offering all pa-
trons of the library a user name and password for The Medical Letter, obtained for the cost of
a single subscription. Both of these subscribers, when applying for electronic access, had
agreed (responded "Yes") to our Terms and Conditions, which do not permit these practices.

We ask our readers to respect our copyright. We offer electronic access to our issues to
individual subscribers and, for a reasonable fee, site licenses for electronic access to organi-
zations like pharmaceutical companies and universities.
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